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Ex-Afghan King, Wife
Became Roman Catholics

London, Sept, 18.—Former King
Amanullah of Afghanistan and his
wife, Queen Souriya, have been con-
verted to Roman Catholicism during
their exile in Italy, it was learned in
Catholic circles here today. A high
official at Cardinal Bourne's residence
confirmed the report that Amanullah
had been disillusioned by reactionary
Afghan mullahs and had decided to
throw off all allegiance to Mohamme-
danism. A Jesuit priest is credited
with having converted the deposed
Afghan monarch,

https://digmichnews.cmich.edu/cgi-bin/michigan?a=d&d=KalamazooTA19290928-01.1.5
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:l_manuil—ah and His Queén Become Catholics;
Converted During Exile by an Italian Jesuit

Special Catle to Tax New Yorx TinEs.

LONDON, Sept. 14.—Former King |come an exile In Rome. It i= =ald
Amanullah of Afghanistan and his | that the former Afghan ruler and

- beautiful wife, Queen Souriya, have
been converted to Roman Catholicism
during their exile in Italy, |t was
learned today in Catholle circles here.

A high ofticlal at Cardinal Bourne's

residence confirmecd the report that
Amanullah had been disillusioned by
reactionary Afghan Mullabs and had
declded to throw off all allegiance
to Mohammedanism.

A Jesult priest, Father Augustino
Pirelli, is credited with having con-
verted the deposed Afghan monarch:
Amanuliah met Falher Pirelll on the
former’s ceremonial visit to Italy
last year and this year he sent for
bim soon after the former King be-

Father Pirelli have had long confer-
ances and discussions about Chrils-
tienily and are often seen walking
wﬁather In the country,

the story of Amanullah’s con-
version Is true it is expected to have
& profound effect on the political
situation in Afghanistan, where
fanatical - Moslems long have been
assalling their former as a
traltor., One Indian Moslem Jeader
in London sald such a ‘conversion
would stren en the position of
Ameer Hablbullah, former -water
carrier, and that it would bo re-
garded as a vindication of the
mullahs who overthrew Amanullah's

westernizing régime.

https://www.nytimes.com/1929/09/15/archives/amanullah-and-his-queen-become-catholics-

converted-during-exile-by.html
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Afghan king and wife become Catholics

September 14, 1929

Aceording to Italian Cathalie circles, the farmer King of Afghanistan, Amanullah, and his
wife, Souriya, eonverted to the Roman Cathalie faith during their exile in Italy. It is
understoad that a Jesnit priest "is eredited with having converted the deposed Afghan
monareh,"

A senior official at Cardinal Bourne's residenee eonfirms the reports that the King,
"disillusioned hy reactionary Afghan mullahs," deeided to convert from Islam to
Christianity.

Posted hy Marlene Eilers Koenig at Mongday, September 14, 2000

http://royalmusingsblogspotcom.blogspot.com/2009/09/afghan-king-and-wife-become-
catholics.html



http://royalmusingsblogspotcom.blogspot.com/2009/09/afghan-king-and-wife-become-catholics.html
http://royalmusingsblogspotcom.blogspot.com/2009/09/afghan-king-and-wife-become-catholics.html

