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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

For your insurance and
financial needs, see State
Farm agent:
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Afzal Nasiri, Agent
8704 Sudley Road
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Tel:703-644-0186 * Cell:703-499-3313
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Mohammad Kaweem Koshan December 2 at 12:01am -
Verily we belong to God and to Him we shall return.
One life lived, two lessons learned

I do not have a Facebook page, so I have asked my beloved
wife to share these thoughts with all of you.

First, my salaam and thanks to everyone — family, friends,
those close and far away — for their prayers and thoughts on the
passing of my precious brother, Aseem jan, Allah yarhamu. May
God grant all of you a long, healthy life with firmness in Islam
and the assuredness of Iman. And to everyone who helped our
family in the past few days and those who are organizing fatihas,
May God reward you with His limitless Love and Mercy.

Second, while I no longer mourn as the three days of grief
allowed by Sharia have now passed, I continue to make dua
abundantly on Aseem and all those who have passed before us.
This is what Aseem would have wanted as he was strong in his
aqeeda, then and now setting a beautiful example for his family.
As a corollary, I draw several lessons from his life. None of this
is meant as a boast, which Aseem eschewed; he was humble
from childhood and his heart was clean, true to the meaning of
his name, from arrogance and pride.

MOHAMMAD ASEEM MOHAMMAD KAWEEM

Lesson one: Jahd and tawwakul. Upon entering his room a few
days ago, we read the life plans he would continuously update.
Priority was on advancing his university studies and Islamic
knowledge. He had a goal of memorizing surahs on a regular
basis and strategies for getting good marks in school. The books
in his room reflected this. This was his jahd — or striving, true to
the meaning of his surname. His papers also included a long list
of issues on which he had prayed istikhara, accompanied by
duas he would recite for general and specific guidance from the
Almighty. This was his tawwakul — or reliance on God. We see
now, even more clearly than before, the Islamic tenet he sought:
balance between personal effort and unwavering trust in God.
May God grant us the ability to have jahd and tawwakul as a
balance in our earthly life.

Lesson two: Speak truthfully, aveid harm. If there was any-
thing that made Aseem upset, it was untruthfulness and any
form of backbiting. Even culturally accepted white lies and
gossip caused him pain. This would sometimes cause angst
among others, even us, but Aseem -- while gentle and respectful
in his admonition — understood that he would ultimately answer
to God for his actions and reactions. If the admonished did not
listen, Aseem would quietly withdraw from their company. He
found companionship with his Lord more pleasing. His concern
was for everyone and everything. Once a family member found
Aseem’s car on the side of the road. Upon approaching Aseem to
ask if he was okay, Aseem said he had seen an animal hurt along
the side of the road. He wanted to see if he could find the animal
and seek it help to stop its suffering. May God grant us a heart
like his, one that is at once tender and merciful, strong and
steadfast.

There are many more of these stories and lessons I can share.
But these, I feel, best capture Aseem’s 33 years of earthly life. I
was there when adhan was given in his newborn ears, and I was
there in November 2015 to pray Aseem’s janaza namaz whose
adhan had been given in September 1982. I looked up to him,
my younger brother, as a role model; thankfully I made sure he
knew that when he was still with us.

May God grant Aseem eternal Peace and Mercy, and make his
grave spacious, luminous and with windows opened upon Para-
dise.

Victory and guidance is from God, and may He forgive
me for any errors in what I have written.

W’Salaam, Kaweem

: 4es a3 (Juayg s & My dear Cousin Mohammad Aseem
Koshan I can't believe you are no longer with us. No one and
nothing can replace you in our hearts. May Allah grant you a
high place in jannat and may your soul rest in peace. You will
always be in our hearts G513 43 U13 4 UiWe surely belong to
Allah, and to him we shall return
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