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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

For your insurance and
financial needs, see State
Farm agent:
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Afzal Nasiri, Agent
8704 Sudley Road
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, Western Union
i 6566 Backlick Rd.Springfield. VA 22150
Tel:703-644-0186 ~ Cell:703-499-3313
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eview:

Temple of War: Young Afghans bring theater to
Diaspora

July 9th 2016 was a watershed moment in the life of Afghan —
é&mencans aspiring to work in a Play and bring it live to a Thea-
er.
Hamid Naweed of Northern VA just did that. With the he(l}) of
raw talent of young men and women, with a miniscule budget,
with all voluntary cast. The group of young talented Afghans
took up the challenge as an amateur éntering the professional
field of Theater, . . . .
It was also a fusion_of live theater with a video_presentation
which is called multimedia presentation in theatrical shows. It
was a first venture for all those involved from &)iroducer, direc-
tor, writer, and cast to the world of Mixed Media presentation,
The production team camera cameraman, scriptwriter, and
management team spent seven months in production of this
show. Let me give the reader a perspective, consider space tech-
nplo%y. If “Temple Of War” was a satellite, it would be a Sput-
nik, launched by USSR in April 1957, size of. a beach ball; or the
Explorer 1, the’ American version launched in Jan/1958. Today,
we have Spacelab and Space shuttle. Today we are about to
explore Jupiter (500 million miles away). .
It all happens with baby steps. I am confident, given the oppor-
tunity and proper budget and location. The second production
will be vastly different from the first. It was a necessary first
step. Unfortunately due to the limitation of time in Warner The-
ater the entire show was not played on the stage, however, it will
be played once again in a near future. . .
Yes, I'would have liked to see it play out in a small neighbor-
hood theater, before gouég out Prime Time in the vast public
arena of .Mefropohtan DC and to the Warner Theater with its
time limitations and n%{nlt management. There are venues in
}7' i 'g orkl.\’[aryland which may cost less and provide big bang
or the buc
A Community College theater would have been ideal. Even
tl.mu%l the Temple of War had no mallﬂuee names or any spe-
cial effects, still it was a big deal for the Afghan American society
in VA, MD and DC. .
The story revolves around the first century AD. Indo-Scythians
is a term used to refer to Scythians (S S) who migrated
into parts of Central and Northern South Asia g_Sog ana,
Bactria, Arachosia, Sindh, Kashmir Punjab etc.) +irom_the
middle ages of the second century BC to the 4th Century AD.
For his B ay Hamid Naweed selécted a portion of that age and
tried to bring out the story of the dynasty of the time ruling the
area of Ariana, now called Afghanistan. Mr, Naweed revolves
his story of love, power, Velgﬁfance, war and ¥eace, around it.
The ruling class was faced with the possibility of war and k_lllm%,
which the writer and his cast has firsthand experience (in Af-
ghanistan). The story Elves Vlc.tori’) to love; love of a mother
who manages to calm the fighting brothers, in spite of losing the
husband to a killer.
The war aspect of the play reminded me of the unfolding history
of Afghanistan where war has ravaged since 1978, Peace is still a
distant rea]l&;. . . .
Temple of War is just a ceremonial phenomenon for us, I will
not compare it to a Broadway show and I am not talking about

owing accolades, yet it is the first step. )

hope all those involved will have a second look at their man-

ement skills and be their own critic for the next project. .

e evening of July 9th also saw Afghan singers, Salma Jahani

and her son, present the audience with some nostalgic popular
hits. The evening was also witness to a stand up Afghan comedi-

an.
Kudos to Mr. Aman Amin, VP Afﬁhan Academy, who spent
countless hours, managing the ticketing and securing financing.
Good Luck in your next project.
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