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Lazard, Gilbert 1975 Parsi et dari Nouvelles remarques, in Aspects of Iranian Culture. In
Honor of R . N. Frye, Bulletin of the Asia Institute, N.S. 4, 1990b, pp. 239-42
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The language known as New Persian, which usually is called at this period (early
Islamic times) by the name of Parsi-Dari, can be classified linguistically as a
continuation of Middle Persian, the official religious and literary language of Sassanian
Iran, itself a continuation of Old Persian, the language of the Achaemenids. Unlike the
other languages and dialects, ancient and modern, of the Iranian group such as Avestan,
Parthian, Soghdian, Kurdish, Pashto, etc., Old, Middle and New Persian represent one
and the same language at three states of its history. It had its origin in Fars and is
differentiated by dialectical features, still easily recognizable from the dialect prevailing
in north-western and eastern Iran.
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